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Concise Explanation of Relevance: A height sensor senses the height of a 
chip formed on a wafer. The distance for which probes and an electrode 
pad are moved relative to each other is corrected on the basis of the 
sensed height. 
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(54) PROBER FOR WAFER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To inspect a wafer with high accuracy at proper stylus 
pressure regardless of the height and deformation of the wafer by 
detecting the height of the specific points of chips at every one chip 
on the wafer by a height sensor and adjusting movement in the 
direction of a Z axis in response to each chip in a wafer chuck at the 
position of a probe. 

CONSTITUTION: A wafer 12 is held movably by a wafer chuck 11 
while the height of the specific points of chips 13 is detected at every 
one chip 13 on the wafer 12 by a height sensor 2 t and movement in 
the direction of a Z axis is regulated in response to respective chip 13 
in the wafer chuck 11 at the position of a probe, thus inspecting each 
chip 13 on the wafer 12, keeping a space between the wafer 12 and a 
probing needle constant at all times. The height of all chips 13 in the 
wafer 12 is detected by the height sensor 2 by passing the wafer 12 
sucked to the wafer chuck 1 1 at the position of the height sensor 2 
set up at a predetermined location. Movement in the direction of the Z 
axis of the wafer chuck 11 is adjusted in response to the result of the 
inspection. 
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